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Computer
Expert
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CQmput_ers help you do so much. You can make
amazing art, find incredible facts on the Internet,
and send fun cards to friends and family. Earn this

badge and you'll be a safe, secure computer expert!

Steps
1. Paint or draw with an art program
2. Find some cool facts
3. Take a trip online
4. Make a connection
5. Have more computer fun

Purpose
When I've earned this badge, I'll know how to do
many useful things on a computer.
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Boohm.arking

Sometimes surfing

the Web feels like a big
game of telephone tag.
You start on one site
and before you know it,
you're someplace new.

Bookmarks can help you
find sites you’ve visited
before. When you find a
site you like, bookmark
it. That way, just one
click will take you back
whenever you want.

world News
. Girl scouts k

My SChOo‘

GameS

B new Music

Favorite Animals

Just like a good book, the Internet can take you
across your town or across the world—without
getting in the car or on a plane! Learn something
new from a trip on the Web.

Road trip. Visit a mapping site on the Web. Find where you
live on the map and zoom in to see how close you can get.

Try the same thing with your school, a friend’s house, and

somewhere far away, like a relative’s house in another state.

For MoORE FUN: Find directions from your house to a place you
want to visit. How long would it take to drive there?

OR

| | World adventure. Pick another country you want to visit one
~ day. Find information to make a short travel guide. Include
facts on language, money, and major holidays.

For MoRE FUN: See if the country is home to Girl Scouts or
your sister Girl Guides.

3...2...1...blastoff! Use the
Web to head into outer space! Pick
any planet in our solar system and
find five interesting facts about it,
including how that planet got its
name. Share what you find with
your Brownie friends.




STEP

Make a . o More to

° Explore
connection |
Video chat with another
E-mails. E-cards. Instant messages. Wall posts. Brownie group. Team
Video chats. These are just some of the ways to keep up withan adult tofind
in touch with friends and family on the Web. Try one O unie=cone e
' Computer Expert badge,
for yourse'f' and come up with three

questions you'd like to ask
them. Ask your questions
using video chat and
answer theirs.

CHOICES — DO ONE:

Here is my card. Search online

for “e-cards” and you'll find
dozens of sites that let you send
free greeting cards designed s

for birthdays, holidays, or to just say hello. Send an e-card to
three friends or relatives and let them know why they are

important to you.

You’ve got mail! Send thank-you notes by
e-mail when a friend or family member
gives you a gift or does something nice.
Use either your own e-mail address or

an adult’s (with their permission).

For More FUN: Attach a picture of o~
yourself in your Brownie vest or sash.

Dear President...Did you know you can send the president a
message online? Search for the White House page on the Web,
then write the president a message about what’s important to
you. (You could do this for a different elected official, too.)




Words

Worth Knowing

To DOWNLOAD means
to copy afile from
another computer or

someplace online to
your owh computer
or memory stick.

To UPLOAD means
to copy afile from

your computer to

somewhere else,

usually a website.

AFILEis acollection
of computer data

with its own name—
anything froma

typed document to
asong or picture.
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STEP

Have more
computer fun

From downloading music and making art to playing
silly games that take you on adventures or make
learning math or typing a blast, there are many
more ways to have computer fun.

CHOICES — DO ONE:

Game on! Visit at least three kid-

~ friendly gaming sites and play the
most popular games. Talk about your
favorites with your Brownie friends.
How would you make the games
more fun or more challenging?

OR SN N AN S
| Dance on! Create a five-song playlist that you can dance to at
your next party or Brownie meeting.

For MoRk FLII: With an adult’s help, download your favorite
new song to add to your mix.

O R

r Print on! Use a computer to create
- your own stationery with your name

on top and patterns around the edges.
Print a small stack and use it to
send thank-you notes to cookie
customers, invitations, or

notes just because!



These women have found new and exciting ways to use computers.
Some of these ideas are saving lives, and some are just for fun!

Yolian
Amaro-Rivera
cameup witha
way to help keep
firefighters safe
from heart attacks.
Her digital body
sensors monitor
heart rate and
other vital signs. If
these signs go into
adangerous range,
the firefighter knows
to leave the scene.

Rachel Zimmerman came up with an amazing invention
when she was just 12 years old. At the time—in the 1980s—~
computers were not very common. But Rachel had a

talent for working with them. She created a software
program that used pictures called Blissymbols. People
who have problems speaking can point to these pictures to
communicate. Rachel came up with a “Blissymbol printer”
that would turn these pictures into words. Her invention
meant that a person with a condition such as cerebral palsy
could point to a series of pictures that would print out

as a full sentence. Her project won a medal at the World
Exhibition of Achievement of Young Inventors in her home

Claudia Gold

- developed software

that designs

. shelters for victims

of disasters. Her
program quickly

- figures out the
- sizes of the wooden

pieces needed to
build a structure,
and then sends

- theinstructions

to alaser cutter.

The pieces canbe
shapped together
for a quick shelter.

city of Ontario, Canada—where shewas a

Girl Guide! Rachel went on to work for NASA.

MaCherie
Edwards created
asmartphone
application for art
museum visitors.
While walking
through a museum,
her app gives
information about
piecesof art. It
even asks questions
about how the art
makes you feel!

: Anamary Leal

found away to
combine alove

of fashion with
computers. She
came up with
software that shows
what a clothing
design will look like
onaperson.lthasa

- 3D model of aperson
- soapiece of clothing

can be seen from
all angles.

This photo shows Rachel with

her Blissymbol printer,
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Add the Badge to Your Jour
For step 2, try choosing hometown hlstory= r— 1
Find out about places in your community that
could use your help. Use these ideas on your

¥ Brownie Quest!

Pl i

-

Now that I’'ve earned this badge, | can give service by:

@ Helping a friend send out e-card
invitations for a party

@ Connecting online with family who
live far away

© Creating a beautiful digital painting to
brighten up someone’s day!

I'm inspired to:




